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CLASSIFICAHUN oot/ GULLiUh = Jolis WIS
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT
INFORMATION REPORT

COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone) DATE DISTR. 23 Aumust 1948
50X1-HUM
SUBJECT Rocket Projectors on the Riesa Training Area NO. QF trome
PLACE NO. 0|
ACQUIR (LISTED |
DATE OF SUPPL
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The rocket projectors-mountsd on threo-axled trucks which are already reroried 50X1-HUM
to be on the Riesa Training Area each have a crou of f£ive men. Detalls are as —
followas , /’
To. 1 (Junior Lieut.) 4
. Gun-layer (Sgt. or Sea. Sgt.) l
Two sunners, who load.
Driver (Sgt.)

Thers are,in addition, tw signalrmen or telophonists to sach tuo projectors.\
The officer-in-charpe (rresumably of two projectors) is loeated with the s:l.gn.le\t
men close behind the yrejectors and mives the firing orders. The eoxact component
of the 0.P. could not be estahliched, but consists at least of the troop commaniar
and soveral sismalmon,

Gun drill jg frequently practicod at Riesa on e corpstitive basis. On such oceg~
sions two rrojectors eve driven at high sreed to a propared firins position. As soon
as the truck stops, the crev jumps off anu sots about a quick dipring-dn and camou~
flage of the projector. The various members of the erew then fo to their alloted
stationn, the wlnner being the crew which is the firat to report itself ready for
action. The officer—in-charme then gives fire orders. After that,the crews ammin
cumpete as %o vhich can be the first to load and aim, =

The fire order contains details of ranve and direction, as well ap details of ths
tyre of arrmnition and possibly also of the area to be swapt (Fldchenstrouung) .
The bombs are a“out 80 em lons and provided with lons tail £ins (Flfigelschaft).
They are sinilar to, but larger than, German 120 mm mortar bombs. The rost fre-
quent ranges noted are about 3,070 meters.

The elevating and traversing rechanisms are mounted on the left side of tho pro=-
joctor and operated by the gun layer, who sits on & small stesl ssat. Omo gunner
stands elogse behind the projector, while the other is stationsd near the arrunition,
vhich is dumped for securitybsalke in various trenches not far from the rrojector., A
smaller proportion of the amrunition is carried on the vrojector's truck then it
moves up, while the majordty is driven to the firing position in arrmnition trucis.

The driver of the projector sits during firins in a fox hols near his cabin, so that
any time rourh changes of firing direction are ordered he can rove the whole equip-
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